







e Swimwear Association divides the 
direction for Cruise ’98 into eight categories, 
ranging from athletic inspired to ‘60s retro 

9.1 all-out glamour suits. Throughout the 
market there’s a strong emphasis on more 
coverage, cleaner styling, and multi-function 
coverups that take their cue from sportswear. 





continued on page 2 


THE TWO FACES OF EVE 


here’s a new duality in 
fashion this Spring as 

designers take their cues 
from two schools of thought. 
The first approach is 

@irimalst spare, tailored and 

very much indebted to Helmut 
Lang. The second is more 
romantic, fluid and feminine, a 
la Dolce & Gabbana. While it’s 
a season of contrasting view- 
points, the color palette 
generally applies to both 


camps. Soft neutrals, pastels, 
caramel, brown, and cadet 
blue are key. Patterns include 
stripes of every ilk, plus florals 
(especially roses), batiks and 
animal patterns. 


LOUIS FERAUD is inspired 
by the lure of the desert, with 
six groups divided accord- 
ingly. “Gobi” features skirt 
and trouser suits in a red, 
continued on page 3 
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"OFF THE DEEP END" continued from page 1 


Geared towards the serious 
swimmer are performance 
oriented suits that have a 
decidedly athletic edge. The 
market is rife with racer backs, 
color blocking, athletic stripes 
and logos. At CHRISTINA 
PERFORMANCE, a red zip- 
front, racer back maillot gets 
bright yellow piping, and 
JANTZEN’s red/navy color 
blocked two-piece suit is piped 
in white. ULTRA VIOLET 
revels in color, with bold con- 
trasting color stripes running 
down the side of a square neck 
halter, boy-leg romper. A white 
“life guard” logo is the only 
accent needed on THE FINALS 
reversible tank, in red with 
navy piping; while LIZ 
CLAIBORNE adds a flag logo 
to a black and yellow high neck 
tank. SPEEDO’s cobalt/black 
zip-front vest and black bikini 
take their sleek lines from 
scuba gear: CALVIN KLEIN 
puts his own spin on the ath- 
letic look, with a tank in petrol 
matte jersey that has a sheer 
mesh racer back. 


Retro looks are hot, particu- 
larly in the junior market. 
Peppy floral prints, space dyes 
and plaids evoke images of 
Carnaby street and Mary 
Quant. ULTRA VIOLET offers 
a terrific take on the period 
with “Doris Daisy,” a print 
two-piece bandeau and shorts 
in lavender or sage, and LIZ 
CLAIBORNE shows a white 
hipster two-piece with silver 
“Liz” buckle. At BARE ASSETS, 
a keyhole halter bra and shorts 
come in an orange, lime or 
purple raindrop hologram 
print, while a triangle bra and 
bikini come in cute daisy 





LIZ CLAIBORNE 


embroidery on a lime ground. 
ADRIENNE VITTADINI adds 
ruffles to her pink gingham 
triangle bikini and sarong 
coverup. An underwire bikini 
at NORMA KAMALI’s is 
shown in a peppy pink/tur- 
quoise Madras plaid. 
BACKFLIPS prefers a bright 
patchwork plaid two-piece suit 
with a halter top and boy-leg 
bottom. LOVE/FORTY’s white 
textured pique popover dress 
with patch pockets, and their 
mini wrap skirt with brightly 
piped pocket and button are 
pure ‘60s nostalgia and great 
choices on or off the beach. 
HOBIE SWIMWEAR adds a 
white hip belt to a “Carnaby” 
flower print halter and boy-leg 
shorts in navy/lime; while 
ELECTRIC BEACH BY 
JANTZEN uses the same colors 
for a Hawaiian floral two-piec 
swimsuit and coordinating @ 
boxer shorts. 


Color blocking and stripes are 
another key element for Cruise, 
as are bicolored and tri-colored 
suits. CALVIN KLEIN does a 
tri-tone two-piece bandeau suit 
in seafoam/petrol/black. In | 
MALIA MILLS’ collection, a 
“boob tube” bandeau and 
bikini comes in bittersweet / 
black diagonal stripes. Very 
chic is PIERRE CARDIN’s 
color blocked high neck maillot 
with portrait back. This comes 
in a black, white and brown 
combination. Bold horizontal 
stripes accent the front of 
CAZIMI’s classic high neck 


| black tank. 


Ethnic inspired and tropical / © 
jungle themes are very mucha 
part of the swim picture. 
ELIZABETH STEWART’s two- 
piece suit with matching shirt 
and shorts comes in a leopard/ 


continued on page 8 





"TWO FACES OF EVE" continued from page 1 


black and ivory color story. A 
@ tandout is his soft menswear 
tailored Glen plaid suit, with 
its elongated jacket, slim skirt 
and ivory wrap blouse. 
“Sahara’s” color scheme con- 
sists primarily of petal pink, 
beige and caramel, with a 
double-breasted chesterfield 
coat in petal pink tossed over 
the shoulders of a smashing 
pinstripe pantsuit in mocha/ 
pink. “Kalahari” plays up 
patterns such as checks, batiks 
and stripes in navy, raspberry 
and sand. A horizontally 
striped three-button jacket 
slips over a striped knit tee 
and solid raspberry pants. 
“Mojave” offers a desert ro- 
mance with diaphanous 
dresses and cotton crepe sepa- 
rates. Very pretty is the mauve 
@iorsi chiffon dress with 
double layered skirt. 
“Nubian’s” color story is bold, 
with an emphasis on lavish 
beading, lace and couture 
inspired details. An aqua 
cashmere cardigan, with bow 
detailed pockets and jeweled 
buttons, slips over a long bias 
skirt in aqua silk crepe. 


At CERRUTI 1881, the empha- 
sis for day is on both long and 
short jackets, and trousers 
worn with sheer stretch under- 
pinnings. The color scheme 
comprises warm shades of 
honey, khaki, etc. After dark, 
the mood shifts to pantsuits in 
delicate shades of sea mist or 
seed wool/silk. Floaty chiffons 
lightly traced with white 

eaded vine embroidery. 
Capturing this mood is a di- 
aphanous double layered 
embroidered slip dress. For 
career or luncheons there are 
navy silk/cotton pantsuits and 
100% wool plaid suits in 





CERRUTI 1881 


slate/sand/pomegranate. A 
brush stroke printed blouse 
softens a Prince of Wales 
unconstructed (unlined) 
pantsuit. 


PROVASOLI aims for a 
youthful sophistication with 
dress and jacket ensembles and 
beautifully tailored pantsuits, 
in a soft color palette. A lightly 
textured, shapely three-button 
jacket in white tops a ladylike 
cap sleeved dress. Also in 
white is a stretchy, zip-front 
fencer’s jacket with curved 
welt seaming atop a short slim 
skirt. For late day, Provasoli 
offers a white viscose /acetate 
cocktail dress with a row of 
lovely mosaic patterned 
mother of pearl buttons. 


Ladylike designer suits and 
ensembles are ELECTRE’s 
forte. Silk shantung, printed 
linen and wool blends go from 
lunch to dinner. A navy wool 
double-breasted pantsuit has 
shiny gold disc buttons, a dyed 
to match sweater, and sailor- 
buttoned full-cut pants. 
Standouts among the prints are 
a tropical floral in mustard / 
brown, shown to advantage in 
a long slim wrap skirt and 
shell, and an animal printed 
chiffon shirt and soft pants 
with chiffon overlay. 


FENDISSIME covers the bases 
from work to weekends. City 
dressing calls for crisp vis- 
cose/polyester dresses, and 
suiting looks with elongated 
jackets topping skinny pants or 
sharp mini skirts in a rich dark 
palette of rubino (ruby), 

sabbia (sand), bluette (blue) 
and nero (black). In the same 
colors are sporty blazers, 
jean-cut pants, and fitted camp 


continued on page 4 





"TWO FACES OF EVE" continued from page 2 


shirts. For the status conscious, 
separates are printed with the 
Fendissime signature in blue 
on white, red/black and blue/ 
sabbia. 


WORKERS FOR FREEDOM 
adds unique twists to simple 
shapes with highly individual 
results. A theme of flowers and 
stripes plus a neutral palette 
unifies what are essentially 
item pieces into a witty whole. 
Highlights include the black/ 
sand horizontally banded Fuji 
silk jacket, worn over straight 
leg pants in a wide check. 
Underneath is a black stretch 
burnout top. A simple gray 
silk/Lycra crop top (with 
directional puff sleeves) pairs 
with a flower appliquéed 
asymmetric skirt in sand silk/ 
cotton. The flower motif subtly 
reappears in their long gray 
silk tailleur, with a pointed 
hem and long skirt composed 
of overlapping panels that 
form flower petals. 


At ROCHAS COUTURE, the 
mood is decidedly glamorous, 
evoking images of the Duchess 
of Windsor in the ’30s. This is 
exemplified in a navy crepe 
jumpsuit with puff sleeved 
dotted Spencer jacket. Puffed 
sleeves reappear in a black and 
white chiffon, high waisted 
jumpsuit with pleated bodice 
and white belt. At JUST 
ROCHAS, contemporary 
shapes combine with a femi- 
nine retro mood. Classically 
pretty is a beige charmeuse 3/4 
sleeved luncheon dress. Whim- 
sical are the crocheted sweaters 
in vintage jacket shapes, with 
matching crochet skirts and 
pants. 


































LOLITA LEMPICKA be- 
lieves in soft, ethereal, long 
chiffon slip dresses and (lace 
hemmed) skirts in reptile 
and giraffe prints, worn 
with cobweb like, ankle 
length crocheted coats and 
sheer twin sets. Strictly late 
day is a red cut velvet short 
sleeved side-slit dress with 
Chinese overtones, and a 
long red lace print slip a _ 
(a separate slip provides 
more coverage). A black lace 
twin set tops a lace edged 
long black chiffon skirt. 


BIANCA, a career oriented 
sportswear collection, offers 
youthful fashions in pin- 
stripes, lightweight and 
stretch gabardines, 
microfibers, cotton blend 
novelties, Ultrasuede and 
Tencel. Standouts include a 
tick weave, fly-front cardi- 
gan jacket, with crisp white 
shirt and black stretch jeans; 
and a linen/mohair three- 
button jacket and tapered 
trousers in cocoa or marine. 
Underneath is a coordinat- 
ing tie dyed, short sleeve 
blouse. A tan cotton blen 
safari jacket and pleated 
pants look relaxed when 
worn with a denim blue 
Tencel shirt. 


ROCHAS COUTURE 


ESIGNER 


MARIAN CLAYDEN 


California resident, Marian 
Clayden brings many talents 
and influences to her exquisite, 
special occasion designs. Origi- 
nally a painter, she turned to 
fabrics as her canvas, develop- 
ing her own dyeing and 
printing techniques. “In 1981, I 
started to design clothing; I 
wanted to bring the fabric to 
life ... still using the same 
techniques, but in a simpler 
way,” Clayden explains. “As a 
dyer, I like the way velvet 
accepts dye, and then throws it 
back at you in a delicious way. 
I use cut velvet, not burnout 
velvet, because it creates a 
more luxurious look.” 
Clayden’s textiles and fashions 
are showcased throughout the 
world’s top museums, includ- 
ing the Victoria & Albert 
Museum in England, her na- 
tive country. 


For Spring ’98, Marian Clayden 
features mouth watering pas- 
tels, such as pale lilac, ice blue, 
seafoam, and ecru, sometimes 
ombred on cut velvet, or used 
in a preshrunk silk with wo- 
ven-in pleats. “I start first with 
the fabrics and then I develop 
the silhouettes; the collection 
develops as I go along. The 
fabric determines the direc- 
tion,” she explains. A 
Columbine diamond design is 
a repeated theme for Spring, 
appearing on a long, bias-cut 
sleeveless dress with matching 
ivory cut velvet bolero that is 
trimmed with lace and pearl 
fringing (also a feature of her 


cut velvet shawls). An elon- 
gated vest, in seafoam and 
ivory cut velvet, with matching 
rectangular scarf, is layered 
over a silk ecru top and pants; 
while a handkerchief hem 
tunic in blue and ivory, with 
long, fluted sleeves, flows 
gracefully over an ankle length 
ivory silk skirt. Also featured 
is burnout charmeuse in peach 
or black with a gold design, 
and a group of dyed prints 
entitled “Chequers” (after the 
country home of the British 
Prime Minister). The latter 
black and white check appears 
juxtaposed with a variety of 
pastel Italian prints on long 
dresses and accompanying 
cocoon or kimono-like coats. 





499 Seventh Avenue, Suite 
1206 North 

New York, New York 10018 
212-714-1177 

Wholesale: $1,000-$2500 


LOIS HILL 





Jewelry designer and Chicago 
native, Lois Hill moved to 
Southeast Asia eleven years 
ago to pursue an interest in 
textiles and weaving. Now 
based in Bali, the latter influ- 
ence is evident in her unique 
sterling silver jewelry designs 
that incorporate historical 
techniques, from the second 
through the eighteenth cen- 
tury, and cultures such as the 
Thai Hill Tribes. “In Asia there 
is an amazing dexterity, so I’ve 
trained local artisans in histori- 
cal jewelry techniques, like 
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MARIAN CLAYDEN 


continuous wire weaving, to 
create something contempo- 
rary. It has been a trip of 
passion for me,” Hill says. She 
points to three different tech- 
niques featured on a dramatic 
and ornate silver cuff: “There’s 
hand-piercing on the back of 
the bangle, as well as hand 
carving, granulation and wire 
filigree.” Adding that such 


techniques were inspired by 
continued on page 6 








In early October, two wonderful 
exhibitions present an intriguing 
look at 20th century fashion 


On Monday, October 6 at 5:30, there will be a press preview of the 
exhibition, “50 Years of Fashion: New Look to Now” at the Mu- 
seum at FIT. The show includes more than 120 ensembles drawn 
exclusively from its own collections, and will be the first exhibition 
to share with the public some of the museum’s finest acquisitions. 
Valerie Steele, The Museum at FIT’s newly appointed curator, 
debuts with this exhibition, that begins with Christian Dior’s New 
Look of 1947 and continues through to the present. From jeans to 
Balenciaga, the exhibition will demonstrate how fashion effects 
everyone, and explore why fashion changes. The museum, which 
holds one of the world’s largest and most important collections of 
costumes and textiles, will exhibit works from Adrian, Azzedine 
Alaia, Chanel, Courreges, Claire McCardell, Mary Quant, Yves 
Saint Laurent, Vivienne Westwood and a host of other major tal- 
ents. It will also be accompanied by a book written by Valerie 
Steele, as well as a lecture series. “50 Years of Fashion” will be open 
to the public from 10/7/97-1/10/98. Museum: Seventh Ave. at 
27th St., NYC. Contact: 212-217-5800. Press: 212-217-7642 


Starting October 12, the Toledo Museum of Art, in their first exhibi- 
tion of fashion ever to be presented, celebrates the work of one of 
America’s greatest designers. Entitled “Geoffrey Beene,” the 35- 
piece exhibition features garments from 1970 to the 1990’s and 
explains his work by dividing it into four sections: Molding and 
Shaping, Body Parts, Back to Front, and Curved Seam. It will also 
include a space developed by Mr. Beene, which will show how a 
design evolves from the first sketch to the finished garment. Prior to 
entering the Beene gallery, an installation of garments created after 
World War II, by couturiers Balenciaga, Christian Dior, and 
America’s finest ready-to-wear designers, will place Geoffrey 
Beene’s work in the context of his peers and establish his place in 
the history of 20th century design. Organized by the Museum of 
Art, Rhode Island School of Design, and curated by Pamela A. 
Parmal, Associate Curator of Costume and Textiles for the Museum 
of Art, Rhode Island School of Design, the exhibition will include a 
32-page full color catalogue that will be available for purchase. 
“Geoffrey Beene” will be open to the public from 10/12/97-1/4/98. 
Museum: 2445 Monroe St., Toledo, Ohio. Contact: Lynnette J. 
Werning, 419-255-8000 extension 309. 


"DESIGNER FOCUS" continued from page 5 


the jewelry found in King Tut, 
tomb in Egypt, she explains t 
her filigree interpretation is a 
paisley rather than the original 
geometric design. Personally 
researching historical and cul- 
tural design techniques, she was 
instrumental in reviving artisan 
skills that were in danger of 
dying out or had already disap- 
peared. “The museums were the 
first to buy my jewelry designs 
when I started five years ago. 
This interest then trickled into 
retail, and now my jewelry is 
featured in Nordstrom, 
Jacobsons, Bloomingdale’s, and 
Marshall Field.” 


For Spring, the completely 
handmade collection is an exten- 
sive and distinctive one that 
encompasses rings, earrings, 
necklaces, bangles, cuffs, & 
pendants, chains and collars. 
Characteristic throughout is 
texture, whether it’s an intricate 
basket weave design on a neck- 
lace or filigree detailing ona 
stunning bangle. Standouts 
include chain link bracelets, 
where an ID disk features ornate 
etching; pendants in a variety of 
shapes, ranging from lozenge to 
diamond, accented with swirling 
patterns; 18" necklaces that 
resemble chain mail, with con- 
trasting smooth silver buckle; 
clip and pierced earrings that 
feature a trio of chains in differ- 
ing lengths; entrance making 
solid collars, bangles, and cuffs 
with meticulous beading and 
other detailing. 


1 West 37th Street, 7th fl @ 
New York, NY 10018 
212-279-6868 

Wholesale: $40-$275 


SEPT. 8-10 
EXPOCALZADO 
(Shoes) 


MADRID 


SEPT 10-13- 
BOBBIN WORLD 


ATLANTA 


SEPT. 11-14 
GDS 
(Int’] Shoe Fair) 


DUSSELDORF 


SEPT. 11-15. 
EXPOHOGAR 
(Home Furnishings & Gifts) 


BARCELONA 


SEPT. 14-19 NEW YORK 
ee" BRIDAL MARKET 

SEPT. 14-21 NEW YORK ~ 

FALL HAT WEEK 

SEPT. 14-16 ANTWERP 

JEWELRY, DIAMOND & 

WATCH FAIR 

(Women’s) 

SEPT. 17-19 SINGAPORE 


INTEX (Textiles, Trims & RTW) 


SEPT. 18-21 MILAN 
MIPEL (Leathergoods) 

SEPT. 19-23 MADRID 
IBERJOYA 


(Jewelry, Silverware, Watches) 


SEPT. 19-23 MADRID 
INTERGIFT 

Qo! Gift Fain 
SEPT. 20-24 CHICAGO 
SPRING BRIDAL MARKET 


SEPT. 23 ATLANTA 
THE BOBBIN SHOW 

SEPT. 26-28 FLORENCE 
PRATO EXPO (Textiles) 

SEPT. 26-OCT. 1 LONDON 
SPRING DESIGNER SHOWS 
(Womenswear) 

SEPT. 27-29 NEW YORK 


NEW YORK PREMIER COLLEC- 
TIONS 
(Womenswear) 


SEPT. 27-29 NEW YORK 
THE FASHION COTERIE 
(Womenswear) © 


SEPT. 28-30 
STYLE INDUSTRIE 
(RTW & Accessories) 


NEW YORK 


SEPT. 28-30 
A-STYLE 
(Accessories) 


NEW YORK 


SEPT. 28-30 
SHOWROOM 
(RTW & Accessories) 


NEW YORK 


SEPT. 29-OCT. 1 
MODA-IN (Fabrics) 


MILAN 


SEPT. 29-OCT. 1 CERNOBBIO 
IDEABIELLA (Men’s Fabrics) 


OCT. 2-9 MILAN 
SPRING DESIGNER SHOWS 
(Womenswear) 

OCT. 4-7 PARIS 


PREMIERE VISION (Fabrics) 





OCT.5-) MIAMI 
MEN’S & BOYS’ SPRING MAR- 
KET 


OCT. 6-9 LOS ANGELES 
ISAM (Int’] Swimwear) 


OCT. 6-9 LOS ANGELES 
MEN’S & BOYS’ SPRING MAR- 
KET 


OCT. 13-21 PARIS 
SPRING DESIGNER SHOWS 
(Womenswear) 





DESIGNER GROUPS 
IN NEW YORK 
Sept. 26-29 
Designers At 
The Essex House 


Dianne E 


Sept. 27-29 
Atelier Designer 
Collections 
Pacific Designer 


Collections 
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floral print, while LA BLANCA 
prefers a tiger printed high 
neck maillot in velvet. A 
matching chiffon sarong pro- 
vides coverage on or off the 
beach. LIZ CLAIBORNE’s 
long button-front dress comes 
in an eggplant/chartreuse 
batik. PPERRE CARDIN’s V- 
neck maillot, with center front 
tab trim, comes in a rich brown 
crocodile embossed velvet. A 
leopard print strapless 
bandeau suit is a standout at 
MALIA MILLS; while 
OSCAR de la RENTA shows a 
chocolate embossed animal 
pattern bandeau suit and 
sarong. A stylized white zig- 
zag print evokes an ethnic 
mood in GIDEON OBERSON’s 
brown halter sheath with 
plunging neckline. 


Tropical sea shades of blue and 
green, in solids and prints, 
appeal to the more traditional 
swimwear customer. 

BILL BLASS offers a double 
strapped single-shoulder tank 
in royal blue velour, and 
JONES NEW YORK SPORT 
takes a sleek approach with a 
periwinkle diamond design, 
high neck maillot. CAZIMI 
CLASSICS shows an indigo/ 
sky blue skirted two-piece 
with halter top and ring detail. 


Neon brights are still impor- 
tant for the junior customer 
and anyone who wants to grab 
attention. DANSKIN’s halter 
maillot comes in a white/hot 
pink/aqua floral. COOL BY 
DIVA prefers a citrus palette 
for their orange mesh detailed 
two-piece suit and mesh pareu. 
For the serious swimmers TYR 


offers a perfect high tech silver 
suit with “1998” emblazoned 
across the front in stark white; 
while CERES presents a bright 
lime, optical design racer 

back tank. 


The last two categories consist 
of glamour suits that never 
venture near the water, and 
that perennial favorite, the 
little black suit. In the former 
category are CALVIN KLEIN’s 
one-shouldered burgundy 
velvet tank with matching 
side-tied wrap skirt, and 

LIZ CLAIBORNE ’s elegant, 
long brown mesh V-neck shift 
worn over a bandeau bikini. 
GOTTEX proposes a purple 
bandeau two-piece, under- 
neath a dazzling sequined 
crocheted mid-calf sleeveless 
tunic. XOXO shows a long sky 
blue two-piece suit and pareu 
in an iridescent optical wave 
patterned velvet. Four design- 
ers create distinctive 
swimwear that is sexy or so- 
phisticated, sleek or sporty, 
with the color black as the only 
common denominator. 
PIERRE CARDIN adds a 
white “designer” camellia to 
the keyhole front, high neck 
maillot in novelty crepe. OS- 
CAR de la RENTA prefers a 
simple white tailored bow and 
narrow piping around the 
Empire waist of his black tank, 
while narrow white piping 
serves to delineate the figure in 
MAINSTREAM’ black tank. 
Perhaps GUCCI has the ulti- 
mate black suit — a classic 
triangle thong bikini. Some- 
times less is definitely more! 


1998 NEW YORK 
MARKET DATES@® 


WOMEN’S 
DESIGNER RTW 


TRANSITION: JANUARY 5-16 


FALL I: FEBRUARY 16-27 
FALL II: MARCH 23 — 

APRIL 10 
HOLIDAY: JUNE 1-12 
RESORT: AUGUST 3-14 
SPRING: TBA 
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